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Enguire at this Office.

. PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY
EDITOR 4ND PROPRIETOR.

TERMS.
THE NORTH CAROLINA STANDARD
IS PUBLISHED: WEEELY, AT

TIIREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM—IN ADVANCE.

ce persons who remitby Mail (postage peid) Five
Tt;l)]ulifra, will be entilled to a recelgl for Six Dallars
or two years® subscription to the Standard—one co-

y LwWo years, of two copie? one year. 010 00
pae fonT SRrtn g ; : : 20 00
- H 35: “

L el o bt e
ame rate for six moths. . Sou
Thi\:y person procuring and forwarding five subscri-
’}{ers with the eash (815,) will be entitled to the Stand-
d one year free of charge. . .
J;nnnsnan:u-rs not exceeding fourleen iines, will
“ pe inserted one time for One Dollar, angtwel:ty-ﬁv;e
ats for each subsequent insertion ;—those of great-
i: length, in proportion. Court Orders and Judici-
gl Advertisements will be charged twenty-five per
cent higher tham,the abeve raes. A deduclion of
33 1-3 per cent, will be made to those who acvertise by
the year. {@~If the number of insertions be not :nark-_
ed oo them, they will be continued until ordured out.
Letters to the Editor must come free of postage, or they
may not be attended to.

—

—————

Proposals for Navy Timber.
NAVY DEPARTME?"{. )
onstruction, Equipment, and Repair,
Repn s ' gth Ii‘)ecemthr, 1845.
EALED PROPOSALS, endorsed proposus for lum-
ber, will be received at this bureau until 3 0 clock,
p. m. of the 10th of Janvary next, for furnishing and de-
livering, on or before the 1st July, 1846, the following
quantities and kinds of timber, ViZ: .-
At the navy yard, Gasport, Virgiria.
20,000 cubic feet of white oak plank stocks, none less
than 35 feet in length, to average 45 feet, and not less
than 14 inches square at the top end.

30,000 cubic feet fine-grain long-leafl southern yellow |

stocks—none less than 40 feet in length, to

- k
pine plan less than 16 inches square at the

average 435 feet, and nol
end.
m%.ooo cubic feet of white pine plank stacks, none less
than 35 feet in leagth, and to averagcd40 jeet, and not
than 16 inches =quare at the top end.
les!sli] but-cuts of white-oak timber, to be free from all
defects, and to be measured clear of all heart shakces and
sap, Viz:
20 pieces
thick.
20 picces 20
thick.
35 pieces 13
thick. ) X
l3.':‘ pieces 12 feet long, 15 inches wide, and 9 iuches
thick. 1
The following spruce pine

20 sticks of 45 to 50 feet ]m‘!g.] ends to be one inch for
8) sticks of 50 to 55 feet long, | every Steetofthe length.
30 sticks of 53 le 60 f_eel lonz, ; Prices lo be stated per
29 sticks of 60 1o G5 feet lang, | stick of the different
21 sticks of 65 to 70 leet long J lengths.

50 spars of 9 inches diameter,
63 spars of 8 inches diameler,
75 spars of 7 inches dinmeter,
83 spar3 of 6 inches diameter, |
100 s;pars of 5 inclies diameter, J
75 poles of nut less than 20
pole. v
160 pieces of yellow locust, nol e
and not less than k1 inches in diameterat the small en

To be delivered at the navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. IL

22 (eel long, 13. ‘nches wide, and 12 inches

feet long, 16 inches wide, and 11 inches

sticks, spars, and polcs:
The diameter of the lop

inch.

i f whil k) Of light description;
10,000 cubic feel of while ou s

those required at

plank stocks, )
10,000 cubic feet of yellow pine

plank stocks, Gosport, Virginia.

The offers for the plank stocks, white oak and locust

pieces, must be for the cubic jvot.

Separate proposals must be made for each yard, and

i %, the vellow pine, the white pine and
for the white oa 3 i ety

cut befure the first day of April
respects to the éntire satisfac-
fsaid navy-ya:ds, respectively,
anl subject to such inspection and incasurewment as they

spruce, and for the logust limber.
of the best guality, and
next, and must be in all
tion of the-cotnmandan's o

may direcl.
Bonds to

be required for their

which will be retained wntil they are fully
all respects, according o their lerms. 1 .
Off-rs must -be made in strict conformity with the

terms of this advertisement.

If contracts are not executed within five days al’ler,
persons whose oflers |

they have been received by the p _ :
have been accepled, the Burean will consider ilself at
liberty to offer it to the next luwes! responsible bidder,

Dec. 17. 1845. AS0-4L

Look Elerc.

4{TRAYED from the subscriber, & nr_G_milw below
% Louisburg, on the Halifax road, on Fricay the 12 h
instant, a dark bay HORSE, common size, about 6 years
nid. The last [ heard of him, he was making his way
towards Raleigh. As he was purchased out of a drove
fiom the west, [ think it probable he is aiming o get
back. Aay inforination respecting hlm._w!tl be thank-
fullv feceived ; and a liberal reward paid for his appre-
herrsion, so that 1 can get him again. Address e at

Nashville, Nash county, N. C. 1
Dec. 14, 1845—580-1L N. C. HARRISON.

RALEIGH
Classical, Mathematicnl and Military

ACADEMY.

Classical Department:
J. M. LOVEIOY, PrEcEPTOR,

AMuthematical and Military Department:
W. F. DISBROW,

The vear will be divided into two Sessions of five
murths each ; the first Seasion beginning on the first
of January, and the second Session, on the first of July.

It is the design of the preceptor. that this Fnstitution

shall not be surpassed, in the advantages afforded for ac- |

aniring a thorough English, Classical and Mathematical
Edacation.

Pupils will be prepated to enter the Junior Class Of; real rivals of our mechanics are in . New and Old o send eriminals 10, \\'ﬂ!-EPOkl‘ﬂ ol’; and the reo-

any Cullege in the United States.
TERMS OF TUITION.

For English and Matheinatical Studies,
per Session, /
For Latin, Greek, French, Spanish and
Iralian Language, per Session, :
The advanced Classes may pursue the Studiesof a
lower Class, paying only for the Studies of the Class fo
which they helopg:. . ! _
Military Tactics tavght to the Pupils, free of extra
charge. ' i o
T'Ee design of the Military Department being to fit
the Pupils 1o act, in case vl emergency, as Officres, the
West Point system of instruction wifl be carefally pur-
eued, nor will the Army Taclics be departed from. in
order to exhibit the boys for the benefit or the Institu-
tion‘or for any other purposes. - - ¥
By an Act of the last Legislature, necessary arms
and equipments are furnished by the State, but Pa-
rents who wish their'cildren instructed in rive Military
Departruent, will beveguired to pravide them with the
prescribed Uniform-
N.B. A few Pupils will be taken as
the Principal of the Acadewy.

L5 [ REFERENCES :
Han. George E. Badger, Gen. Moye,

Hon. Wm. H. Haywoocf, Col. E. Yarbrough,
Hon. R. M. Saunders, Charles 1.. Hinton,

#15 00

Boarders, l?:

Rev. D. Lacy, _ L D.Henry,
Hon. John _}f‘.' Bryan, Wm. F, Collins,
Hon. J. R. J. Daniel, ‘James B. Shepard,

Hon. Richard Hin i1 _H: W, Husted,

Dr. Baker, B E. P. Guion, Esqr's.

Ag the above-named genilemén are well known in
the State, | havé given their niames as references. - They |
send their sons or ,wards fo my schoul, and of course
their opinions can be €onfidently trusted. J. M. L.

Raleigh, Dee. 8, 1845. « - 579-6m. .

—_—

FOI‘ sa‘en i
A Negro Woman,.a gnod eook, for eash or credit.

fect long, 16 inches wide, and 10 inches |

] Prices to be stated per !

feet long—the price per \
less than 7 feet long, ! managed to rstablish a Penitentiary, and yet not

one-half the amount of the conliracls which
may be made, with two good and suﬂiciel!t sureties, will
T faithful execntion, in addition tn a
deduction of 10 per cent. frowm all hills which may be |

approved and paid before the completion of the contracts, |
completed in |

{ For the North Carolina: Standard,
A Pemnitentiary. (Neo. 2.)

As my crop is now safely housed, I am once
more before you, Mr. Editor, to make my bow to
yourself and our fellow-citizens of North Caroli-
na, and to redeem wmy promise to talk over the
proposed scheme af cstablishing a Penitentiary n
our Siate.  As you ‘informed -your readers some
months since that you had enlisted some very able

ersons for the discussion of this subject, I have
Keen every week expecling to see some reasons
given why a peoitentiary should not be erected.
'So far I have waited in vain; and although in
writing, as well as in talking, it is but dry work
to have no one lo reply, I must even procecd with
what I have to write, at the risk of puiiing the
readers of the Standard to slecp. The very long
nights and much bad weather, may cause them to
labor through even the dull numbers of # A Plan-
ter.” Since writing my last number, I have been
fortunate cnough to see the manner in which our
very cute brethren of New Yark bhave managed
to get over the difficulty which lay in the way of
establishing another pententiary in that State, in
consequence of the mechanics’ cry that it would
interfere with their bnsincss. Clever folks are
our Northern brethren, and fit for any body to
consu!t when any difficulty is in the way, especinl-
ly for such straight-forward, bluadering prople as
we of the South, who, when we are harrassed by
a community of brillizntly jipanned blacklegs, a
lcague of night-prowling abolitior:ists, or a gang
cf blond-stained murderers, whom we are not
'gkillful enongh, to enwrap in the meshes of the
law, go very gravi ly and solemnly to work, and
mustering a great company, hang them, or ride
them on a rail, or tar and feather them in hroad
day-light, under the supervigion of that hideous
monster of iniquity, Judge Lynch. This causes
Inur Northern fricnds to raise their heads and the
!whites of their ey's, and to exclaim, * What a
lawl sz, hlady-minded commapity ! how wretch-
‘ed must be your condition, poor negro, who liest
ibound in fitters at the mercy of stich a race !1”

| 'They, immaculate sonls, cannot abidé Judge
| Lyoch or his doings. But as the old Adam will
sometimes prevail even in pure hearts, when this
happens, they burn a Convent or two over the
heuds of defenceless females—disc mbawel a flour
warchouse, and divide the conten's amongone an-
other—tear down some Catholic Churches, and
shoot a dozen or two of the red-mouthed Irish—
or occasionally shoot a sheriff, who is so bold as
to undertake to enforce the law for collecling
rents.  But as -ta Lynch’s law, ¢ heaven keep
them fram such a monstrous abomination” ! But
[ must 2o back a liuley, Mr. Editor, and tell you
how skillfully the New Yorkers have recently

have it to inteifere with mechanical Trapes. Tl
het you a fat weather against your famous pump-
kin, that yon bragged so much about, (or another
ane as biz. il yon have eat n that,) that vou can’t
agucss how it wasdone. You gire it up, and won't
tet. Then I must explain the rid lle. They built
a penitentiary anl pwt all the coavicls {o one trade
—they st all o work in iron.  So thatinstead of
having to list'n to the compliints of the shoemak-

for grumblers. - Now, sir, was not this clever ?
I guess a whig planaed it for the purpose of a-
voiding the ncly coal dust, with which the black-

! be fore a Presidennal effetion. Democrats are loo
“soft” ever 1o hnve planned 2o smart athing as
that,
ters and firmers,; that penitentiary conviets cannot
be put to making cotton, tobacco, rice .or corn.
‘ Could this be done, we should hear no more op-
position to the svstem on acconut of i1s injnring
i mechanics in their trades; they would quickly be

realy low prices of agrienliral products. How
could we find a market for our produce if two
{hundred N Carolinarooues weread:led tothe num-
b r, already too Lirge, of agricaitural laborers! !V

[ Judzing from the population of other States wheie |
[ Penitentiaries are established, and the nan:ber of
convicts confined in them, we should scarcely |

have, with our presrnt nomber of inhabitants in this

]

but it iz believed that tl € num ber of mechanics
in Naith Carolina isnot lees than 40.000. Bat
we will say it is only 20,000. Add 200 peniten-

L]

And in |

to receive for the same work 99 cents.
mechanics be redoced. I cannot bring mysclf to
believe thal our mechanies ure made of sneh sunff
as to oppose the establishmient of & highly uvseful
|institntion for so paltry a consideration.  Bug, in,
{truth, if we wereto have 1,000 convicis employ- |

- !
!the value of mechanical labor one pereemt.  The
'England and our middle States. 1f there were.
not a shoemiker in North Carolina, the price of

shoes would not advance five cents a pair, Nor |

| swould hats or axes, if there were none made in | covered, that if erime could not be repressed by
20 00, the Swate. 1 agk vou, Mr. Bhoemaker, Mr. Black- | the Penitentiary, it could, ai leds, be s0 managed

~smith, and Mr. Hauer, who are your rivals llmtl
| most interfere with your business? You are o-
I'bliged to answer, the Merchants. They pay in
Neéw York, Philadelphia, and Richmond 30 cents
a pair for women's shaoes, 40 for coarse men's, 30°
or-40 lor wool hats, and 100 for the best axes.: It
| costs less than onc cent to bring a hat or a pair of
'shors from Richmond to Ralvigh ; about three
|'cents to bring one axe. The rogues amongst us,
. Mr. Editor, must continue to steal or be sct 10
worlk. Isthereany well-principlid man who can
| hegitate one nioment to say which of the twe
should be done? They cannot be set to werk on
a farm, because it would require too much mongy
to encloze a ficld large enough to employ them in
this way so as to prevent cscapes.  If they work,
it must be at some mechanical employment. To
this o mechanic oughtfo object; when he codi-
pares the wages of mechanical with agricaltural
labor. One of our mechanics gets now, for a
day's work, from two to five times as much as a
ficid laborer of cqnhl strength. I we allow }hv'}
idea:to prevail; which rcjects every valuable im-
provement, because it ‘may. happen io diminish
the profiis - of some particular_class of men, we
must fear yp our rhi]_r}oa,c,!s, because they have in-
jured the wagzgoners—nay we must break up the
wagons, and go 1o rollidg -tobticco ngain as'in old
times; we must pull down' ‘our manuafacturing,

We ought greatly te rejoice, brother plan-|

nut to cropping, and down would tumble the al-

| State, more than 200 in onr prison, at any onetime. |2 negative proot that may convince every impar-
| have not the retarns of the last census before me, ' tial mind.  The system has been now a long time

tiary convicts to this number and we have an in- i
crease of one per eont. The consequr nee of which
will be that the blacksmith, who now gets 100
cents for shoeing a horse, will have to be satisfind |

the same proportion will the wages of the olhcrt

"

in mechanical parsuits it would not diminish |

| State,

wALEIGH, N. .
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and handmille—destroy our valuahle cotton facto-

‘| ries and take vup the oldfishioned wheel and cards

~—throw away the fan-mills and swait till Mareh
comes lo winnow our wheat. You can make no
improvement without injuring somebody’s busi-
ness. You, yourself, Mr. Editor, have rvined the
business of scores of sheep-skin dressers and copy-
ists, with your naughty printing press and news-
papers and must come to the block and be decap-
nated as a public nuisance under this anti-im-
provement law, Tl 4 i

The people of North Carolina’ are proverbial
for the tight grasp they retaio on the strings of the
public purse, and I for oune honor and appland
them for'it. It has often of late bren said of Gen.
McKay, the worthy Democrat at the head of the
committee of Ways and Means in the Hease of

eyes was as big as a cart wheel” A much high-
et compliment could not have been paid to him.
Our law-makers cannot well do muoch mischief
without money. But even Gen. McKay would
not go so far in his doctrine of economy as a
worthy old lady of my acquaintance. Some neigh-
bors and friends were once advising her son
to make some improvement on his firm.
old lady, somewhat deaf, canght enough to under-
stand that money was necessary to accomplish the
proposed schéme; but not enough to understand
what the thing recommrnded was; and broke in-
to the discussion by exclaiming, “ Ak Jimmy,
don't you do it if it costs money.” - I propose to
say samething of the cost of a penitentiary before 1
finish writing; but if we have inany more such old
Iadies in our Siate, I beg them not to fatigne them
selves by reading any more from “ A Planter,”
for a penitentiary will * cost money.” '

A PLANTER.

From the Register.
Remarks om the Pemitentiary Ques-
tlion. (No- 1)
The Penitentiary not a Preveative of Crime.

Crime not an appropriale object of Revenue.

“Airy dreams
Sat for the Pictare.”

Some benevolent-minded men may fay, “ Tru-
ly the prevention of crime is an object greatly 10
be desired ; and this is one reason why we favor
the Penitentiary system. We have always un-
derstood this mode of pun’shment is 2 preventive
of crime.’ Now this is one of the delusions
from which the public mind should be freed.
No doubs but whilst the whole system was amere
theory, when the attempt was first making to
impress men’s minds with the idea of a new mode
of punishing crimes, the prevention of crimes
had a conspicuous place in the catalogue of advun-
tagrs which the proposcd scheme possessed ; and
unfortunately, when an atempt is to be made to
introduce the system into another State, the old
hypothetic catulogue is brought forth, and a
flourish is made, in the face of facts, about the
efficiency of the Penitentiary in preventing crimes.
It looks well upon paper, but it wauts a very es-
sential ingredient of good argumentto influcnce
a community to introducea great change, that is
to be proved (0 be certainly rue in practice.

It is the opinion of many intelhigent men, in
'the States which have adopted the system, that the

ers, the earpenters, hatters, tailors, and a hundred | Penitentiary is not a preventive of crimes. At |
other classes, thiy had only the sooty blacksmiths tention to passing evenis for many years in suc- ‘acquainted with their condition and government.

\cession, tends greatly to the same conclusion
"l‘hv Reports of “Penitentiary Commitiees,” are
'one sid: d things, and entitled to bat little respect.

- . 3 v | Al 3
smiths sometimes begrimed the whig parlors, just | In the absence of pasitive proof, a comparative |

'view will approximate to the truth. If we ascer-
‘tain that the annual profits of a Prison are great
we ought to infer that there are many laborers;
for the profits of Piison labor are not in inverse
[ratio to .the number ol laborers. Untenanted
| Penitentiaries do not yicld profits.  If we ascer-
'tain that the profits annually increase; the rational
inference is that the number of conviets also in-
creases; or if theie has been a deficit, and it
‘annually dccreases, the conclusion will be the
‘same. This, as general rules, will be found true,
though other circumstances may affi-ct the resubt
for a time. Judging by the above rules, our
sty¢k of informanon will go to show conclusively
that the Penmitentiarics are not preventives of
crime. '
In the abscnce of affirmative proof, we have

(in operation ; and, if it were evidently a preven-
tive of crime, its fiicnds would muake a trivmphant
flourish of this evidence of success. And yet it
hasnot been shown that crimes have gradually
decreased in several of the States that have Peni-
tentiaries. It has not been shown that they are
on the decrense in any one of those Sutes; neither
has it becn shown that crimes are at a stand,
checked, in several of those States. If these
things could be shown, they would be; if they
cannot be shown, they do not exist. Under this
vigw of the case, wonld a candid man fecl at li-
berty to assert ar believe that the Penitentiary sys<
tem is a preventive of crime? -
Long ago, in Massachuselts, an application to
the General Government for some remote place

son assl;gm-d was that the Penitentiary had sigpal-
ly failed to fulfil the purpose for which it was.
erected.” But Yankee ingepuity at length dis-

2% o yield an income to Lthe State ; whi¢h lends us
in the next place to consider the Penitentiary sys-
tem as a source of revenue,

Crimes

“Touiched by the Midas finger of the State;,
Bleed gold for Ministers to sport away.” -

The great argument trow used and relied ony
in defence of the Penitentiary system, is, that a
profit may arise from it, for the bencfit of the
‘Fhis places the great ‘expenditure to be
incurrcd on the busis of an investment for ‘profit ;
and itis gruvely urged, that the invesiment will be
a lucr tive one, - The: grossness of the iden; is
sometimes attempted to be concealed under the
garb of cconomy' i punishing crimes, But un-
der whatever guise the thought of deriving a re-
venue from crime may have the cffrontery 10
present itself, it appears 1o me to be both indelicate
and demoralizing. = The punighment of crimes
should ever be a brithen on the community ; then
every incentive to prevent them will ‘bein foree.
But the community should never derive benefit
from crimnes, because that makes it directly inter-
ested in their continuance and increase; and their
duninution, or total ‘prevention, would have the

yevenue.. Then, if this yiew of the subject be
corcact, there should be no investment, or ouilag of.
money, made on the basis of crime; whick can,)

Representatives, that “a treasury dollar in his |ed

The |

appearanee of a public loss—the® destruction of |

wanting) 1963
Average per week 43

1836. Total namber for the year 5103
Lo Average per week o4

1837. Total number fot the year - 6116
Aveérage per week _ 117

1838. Total number for the year o, 58711
Average per week 109

1839. Total nonsber for the year Ts102
i Average per week | 156

1848, Total sumber for the year _ 9110

: Avérage per week ‘173 .

. 1811. Total number for the year _ 7318

.Avesage per week 4k T

1842. Touwal-nun ber for the year _ 7963

. vAverage per week 153 '

1843. Total number for the year 7269

Averaze per week 139

1844. Total number for the year * 8008
: Average per week <154

'THE CONSTITUTION AND THE UNION OF THE STATES--THEY “MUST BE PRESERVED."

WEDVESDAY, FANVARY 7, 1

S46..

advierd before they vote for a Penitentiary. I
would invite particular auention to what T am
now about to say. Shonld the expenditure be
made, and the establishment prove a burthen to the
preople, they would demand relief. The Prison
could not be suffered 1o go down; for, in that case,
the monry wonld be sunk. Buta remedy must
be sought. The Legislatare would be compelled
to make a long list of offences Penitentiaty
crimes, and lengthen the shortest period for which
a criminal could be convicted for a given offence
—the latter 'Forlion of n convict's time being most
valuable. Thus punishments might be greatly
dispropoitioned to offences and great ' injustice
done. Judgeeand jurors, having a discretionary
power in the awarding penahies, would be trmpt-
io protract the term of confinements, merely
for the velicf of the prople, and without just re-
gard to the atrocity of the felony. It has often
been alleged, that jurors have failed to convict the
guilty, becanse their conviction wounld impose a
buithen upon the community, including them-
selves.  Change the circumstances, lesthe danger
of the burthen be attached to non-convigtion, and
it would be but the exercise of the same venal
principle 10 convict the accused upon too slight
grounds—a more deplorable evil. From the
same cause, the excentive would te deterred from
exercising the clemency of the pardoning power,
even in cascs where the rigor of the pemalty was
evidently disproportionate to the offcnce. Mareover
l‘iflhv prison should be profitable, the same evils
would probably happen, for the sike ofincreasing
the gains

So much for the profits of a Penitentiary, or a
speculation on erime—a thing preposterous and
odious in its conception, and inquitous in its pro-
gress. Men begin by attempling to exonerate
[themselves from the burthen of punishing crimes,
E‘!rt"nll a large sum of money in a measure thut
only adds to iheir buithen, go on to desire the in~
‘crease of criminals, and end in over-punishing
what victims they have. Moreover, a man of
correct lasiec may be excused' for asking: To
what purpose would you apply an income deriv-
cd from crime? . What interest in the State might
properly owe its advancement, and be under an
obligation. to crime? And he might with great
propricty deny that “ Literature ” in general, or
the “ Common Schools™ in particalar, should be
clogged and stigmatized by a deht of gratitude to
crimes and felons. SYLVANUS:

From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser.
Exriract from the forthcoming Report of the
Prison Associalion.
The basiness of this committee (on detensions)

| was necessarily confined to the prisons in this ci-
'ty and in Brooklyn, embracing constantly the
‘cases of about one thousand prisoners. Circum-
scribed in the performance of their task by the
'pressing nature of their private avocations, they
_have yct been able to be the instruments of much
goud ; the most prominent instance of which is to
be found in the fact that during the year they bhave
‘given their auention to the cases of eighty boys
who have been arrested, and have restored forty-
‘cight of them to their pareats or friends.

The repeated visits of the members of the eom-
miltce to these prisons have made them familiarly

| Their material construction and arrangement are
' particularly described in the report of the proper
'committee, but their moral condition deserves a
more extended notice in this place.

We have been inexpressibly shocked at the
view of the grievons wrong which these institu-

and while, on the one hand, we fecl the wunt of
language adequately to expresss our disapproba-
tion, so we are, on Lhe other hand apprehensive,
so revolting is the truth, that our statements
may be regardcd as exaggerations, or as prompt-
ed by some personal feclings of il will.

Without pausing, however, to indulge in any
protestation as to the singleaess of purpose with
which we entered upon the duty, we will
simply-point attention to one of the primary ob-
jects involved in our association, namely, the re-
formation of prigoners, and the improvement of
prison discipline. To this purpose the executive
committee were solemnly and deliberately pledg-
ed at their election, and however unpleasant and
painful the duty may be, we cannot hesitate in its
performance without slighting the responsibility
we have assumed, and disregarding the trust re-
posed in us.

And the cill of this duty is the more impera-
tive, becanse the evil hag continned so many years,
and has increased with appallting velocity.

Though weshall speak mainly ot the present
condition of the prisons, it must by no means be
inferred that the past is exempt frorg its share of
the censure,  The present is but a faithful reflec-
tion of the past. To prevent its throwing its
gloomy shadow upon the future is our olject:

At the -outset of our investigations we were
startled by the consideration of the increase 6f]
crime in this city within a (ew years, a considera-
tion the more intéresiing beeause in such marked
contrast with the rest of the fate and the union.

The,inmates of our city prisohs miay with pro-

First. Those who are arrested on a charge of
having committed some ¢rime or offence.  Second.
Those who are convicted of ‘some crime or of-
fence, either in the U. 8. Courts, the Oyer and
TFerminer or General or Special Sessions.  Third.
Those who are commiited; on. Summary convic-
tions as vagrant and disorderly perfons. :

Of the first class the nearest approach we can
make to'n satisfictory statement is the following
table, showing the number of iamates in the city
prisons for 10 years.

1835. Total Humber for this jear (6 weeks

" Wt is evident that this table exhibits very im-

Dec. 16, 1845. —580-t}.

grist, corn and wheat mills, and go to the mortars

by anw contingency, beconre profitable.

pe fectly the condition of the city prizon, from the

The peopie of North Carolina should be well

fact which is stated 10 us, by officers who have
opportunities of knowing, that very many are
brought in and ' commined temporarily, ~their
names ncver being entered on the books of the
prison.

Ofthe second class the following account is far-

nished by the very intclligent and faithfal clerk
of the Sessions,

Commitments in the City Prison and the Peniten-
tiary for ten years, on convictions in the Oyer
and Terminer, Génerai and Special Sessions.

Year. To Penitentiary. | To City Prison. | Total.
5 Meo. | Women.; Men. | Women.
1835 420 E 421
1836 318 53 4 2 377
:gg; gﬁo 75 8 53:
96 62 50 20
1839 278 71 83 27 :g
1840 374 86 107 40 607
1841 441 122 154 47 763
1542 503 107 153 53 816
1843 580 134 274 59 1047
1844 681 118 277 72 4149

(The men and women are not separated in the
returns of 1835.) -

Of the third class, the following table of sum-
mary coavictions gives the nearest npproximation
to the truth that we have been able to obtain.
These accounts have been obtained with great
difficulty, and it is to us a cause of great surprise,
that in a matter involving so great an expenditure
of money and the liberty and characters of so
many people, specific and definite returns are not
made and preserved, in such a manner as to ena-
ble some one person, at least, if not the public
in general, to knoew in what manner and 10 what
extent so important a duty shall be performed.

Summary convictions, including the commit-

ment to the penitentiary, of disorderly persons and
vagranis: ¢

1840. Total amount for the year 1204
Avarage per month 100

1841. Toral amount for ihe year 1899
Average per month 141

1842. Total amoant for the year 1699
Average per morith 166

1843. Totsl amount for the year 2039
-Averagze per month 171

1844, Total amount for the year 2000
Average per month 166

In 1845 the total amount to Dec. 9th, is 2227
Average per month 186, or

six each day.

These tables are not to be received as contain-
ing the whole truth. They are only an approxi-
mation o it,and the ncarest approach the commit-

tions are daily inflicting upon the community;!

pricty be regarded as constituting three ¢lasses. | g

tce have been enabled to make, afier diligent in-
quiry in.every imaginable direction where it was
ipruhnble more positive and reliable information
‘could be obtained.

So too is it difficult to ascertain the expense of
jour police and penitentiary establishments.  No
 separate acconnt is kept, but the following items
have been gathered from different parts of the
 Comptroller’s report, and indicate nearly the cost
for the past year.

| Expenditurcs of the commissioners of the Alms
i House : .

Fur city prison and penitentiary
Exira services for police officers 21.207 40
Salaries of cflicers in this department 56,069 87

$142574 97

This is exclusive of the cost of the coroner's
office,  re¢ords for prisoners, pay of aldermen and
officers altending court, prioting, repairs, and
other contingent charges. These ittms must
! swell the-total cost to the eity of this  department
alone to over $150,000 a year.

From these statements, imperfect as they are,
and from the fuct that there are from 17 to 20
{ prisons-in this city, including station houses and
i police offices, at which at least 30,000 of our
people are confined cach year at an annual ex-
pense to the honest portion of the community of
over $150,000, some idea may be formed of the
importance of the subject.

T'he first consideration that would stike any
| onie attempling to investigate the subject, is the en-
‘tire want of order, system and organization, which
pervades the whole depaytment. It is nominally
urder the sapervision of the commissioner of the
Alms House, but his other duties are 8o onerous
that it is impossible for hiin todo more than give
casaal and occasional glances only at the prisons.
Hencethere is no atempt to introduce anything
like a system of prison discipline; no cfforts at
cconomy, unless some feeble and spasmodic at.
tempts at curtailment can be deemed such; no
common head to control ; no one to inspect or
supervise ; no one lo detect or remove abuses,

It is not, thercfore, a nvatter of surprise that
cvils exist, or that they are of an alarming and
scrious character. The enumeration of some of
the most glaring among them will aid in the ob-
jeet we have in vicw, -namely, that of giving a
general idea only of the'state and condition of our
city prisons. :

T'he average number of persons continually in
the two prineipal city prisons, during the past
year, is nbout 1200; and the expense of keeping,
governing and controlling them, which wad lst
year drawn from the city trensury, was $384,959
During the same time' the average number
of persons in our stale prisons at Auburn and
Siug Sing was about 1700, and the amountdrawn
from the state treasary for the same puipose was
$24.803 80. So that the state prisoners have
cost §14 59 each per year, while our cify prison-
ers’ have cost $70 79 each, or about five timesas
much. “There can be no deubt that the introduc-
tion of a proper systein of finance ifto our city
prisons would produce greut relicf to the burdens
of the honest part of owr citizens.

But the moral inftiences of oar prisons are of
much greater importance. It is of frequem oc-
currence thqt persons are arrested and detained
in sgame of out housecs of detention sometimes for
two or three days, of whomn no aéeount is render-
ed nnywhere ; and it is manifest from the present
defective organization in thig respect, - that the i
'berty of the friendls ¢ and vnprotected portion of
our population must be very much atthe mercy
of our police officers, and that “without a more
perfect system’ of “inspection and returns, there is
great room for bad inen to abuse
which they may be‘trosted. '

Persons are freqdently detained 7 prison after
the exp’?rat'mu-ofﬂl&beir ‘sentences, gometimes be-
dause they are forgotten, somvefimies because the
prisoners desive to'remain, and somrtimes beeause
tive officers think it for the interest of the Cor-
poration that they should be detained. Rt is in-
déeda gencral practice-al the penitentiary never
1o Iet a prisonee out until he asks to be diecharg-
«d, o that if a prisoner chooscs to remain and

$65,357.70
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be supported at the public expense his object is
easily atftained. ) :

Hence it is that there are persons at that pri-

son whe make it their home, and have spent

there the most of their time for years. Very

many are confined at the penitentiary, not because

they have committed auy crime or cffinee, but

avowedly only beeause they are destitate or dis-

eascd, This inclodes a class of persons who go
to the police officcand give themselves up, as
they term’ it, because they seek a place of refuge ;

a large number of diseased prostitates who go

there as toa hospital; and many strangers and

foreigners, who, ‘in their ignorance of our insti-
tutions, apply for relief to' the police office,

and are relieved by being sent to the penitentiaty,

The crowning evil, however, arises out of the
manner in which the prisoners dre confiied te-
gether.  So unrestrained is the intercourse m-
mong them, especinlly at the penitentiary, that it
presents all the revoliing fealures of the very
worst prisons in the old world. ‘There is absolutc.
ly nothing io prevent the contamination which
always springs from evil communiéation; nothing
to check the growth of corruption, bat much to
foster it as in 2 hotbed of vice in rapid and vig-
orous strength,

The result is that instead of being a terror to
evil doers, our prisons are fled to as a desiiable
refuge ; instead of being a house. of reform, where
resolutions of amcndment may be cherished and
encournged, our penitentiary is a school of
vice, where the navice in crime is compelled, in
the name of the law, to serve a regular apprentice-
ship in vice, until perficted in his trade, by (he
lessons tanght him by the hardened offenders wilh
whom he is obliged to affiliate, he goes forth into
the world to prey upon society, to swell the eata-
logne of crimes, and finally to ¢ atone” otr (He

llows or in the state prison for practicing the
essons which he has thus been compelled, by the
ministers. of justice, to learn. ) :

The sentence which bound the dead to the
living body was mercy to that refinementof cruel-
ty which thus chains the quick and lividg soul
in‘the embrance of festering corrdption. That
wa$ not an endoring imprisdoment. That wag
not an everlasting chain. . :

This is no fancy skeich. It is the sal reality
that is in our very midst. If any one doubts 1he
fidelity of the picture, let him, if he can so long
endure the profanity and obsce nity whi¢h will of-
fend his sight and hearing, spend half an hour on
the first floor of the fomale apartments of the
city prison, or in the * Lony Honse' as it is term-
ed on Blackwell's Esland, and he will be ready to
acknowledge that language if inad: grinte to do
justice t1 the subject.

It will bs to him, as it has been to us, matter
of egpeciil wonder, that in this State which first
sct the example of priscl reform, that has been ad-
mired and imitated thronghout the civilized world,
ani in this city where there are so many nobls
charities admirably conducted, prisons are per-
mitted 1o exist so wretchedly organized ; and above
all, that a prison, the largest on thé continent, «l-
most-in-the  world, is kept up, continned, support-
vd apd conducted in a manner that would reffect
disgrace upon the most barbarous nafion of the
darkest age. :

When these evils will be corrected it is diffien’s
to divine. It might be supposed that the success
which has attended the efforts of the State in pris-
on government, would have some influénce. ~Bat
that example seems to be lost, and equially vain is
the lesson taught by the cities of Boston and Phila-
delphia, where thi ir penitentiaries not only refleet
credit upon them, but actually diminish crime.
[t scems to be equally vain that our grand juries
over and over again make their prescatments.
They are either “ laid upon the table” dr “ refir-
red to a committee,” and receive ne mofe atten.
tion. :

So long as these admonitions are thus wasted,
and 2o long as these evils are allowed to exist and
to grow duily in strength; [t fo one wonder that
crime increages at a fearful rate, and that (he®ir-
dens of the community are correspondingly avg-
mented; and above aill, let no man complain that
this sociely, in strict filelity to the purpose for
which it was organiZed, speaks the (ruth of these
things in soberness and in sorrpW.” _

. One great remedy for these cvils, at least §o far
as the vagrants and''disordeily persons are cone
cerned will be found in the establishment of a
work honse for that class of persons.  An objeet
at which the committee intend continually to aim
until it shall be obtaincd. .

A man sat down in the shop of Parsons, the
barber, on Friday morning; placed his feet upon
the round-table, thus ranging his 1608 at an angle

tof about forty-five degrees from hi§ head; rcad

the President’'s Message, as issued by the Tropie
and Delta, from bezinning to end, and then hav-
ing enuncitted the President's name, with which
it closed, turned rond to a gen leman, who was
taking off his neckkerchief preparitory to a shavs,
and ingenuously asked—* Who is James K
Poil: ¥ N. Orleans Timss.

The last Legislature had jn eontemplation a
biH for the taxing of dogd. o state, in prepor-
tion to it€ popuilation, has né l‘;lrg'f'- number of doga,
The destruetion among sheep is almost always
traced to doge. If a tax was laid npon them, the
thousands that are worthless and prowl about
sheep yards wonld be killed off anil farmers could
keep sheep with comparative sifty. The Siae
bounty on’ wol¥es meeis.with universal approbation,
yet they do not do ome quarter the dainage that
is done by dogs. Niles Repub.

Printing Office Jokss. It i cifstommary i some
printing offices, when a particularly green youth
commences learning his trade to make him the
object of various jokes. He is ofieff gent to a
nvighboring office [or an article which is of conrsa
imaginary, and wholly original in the minds of
those who perpeteate the juke. Once upon &
time, a boy was sent to K 's office for a guare
of editorial. He was sent back with the pictars
of ajackass. This was rather severe upon the
jokers—but they immedinefy told the bey to go
o K , anl tell him “ it was the edilorial
which they; wanted, and not the edifor.”

A Sirong Voter., 'gom_nbbd'y threw a ballot ot
Boston, containing the following fmmcs i Wil

-,

Straightforward, Peter Prudence. Thomns E¢on-

lomy, Alexander’ Feardothing, Reuben Faithfol,

Samael Mind-yoor-busincss. - :
Adrice to Merchants and Girls, Never refuse
‘a gooid off. T for abetter market, The first is cer-
winty —-the latter only hope.

liam, Comvmonsense, Jacob Honesty, Richard



